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The practices for involving children of the member
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PREFACE

Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization? 
What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children
and young people been involved in recently? 
What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?
What is the impact of working together with children?

What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account
in Hungary?
Who are these programs for?

What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate?
How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

Every child has the right to be involved in matters that affect them and to have their opinions
taken into account. This is particularly important when working for the protection and rights of
children. We can find out about their difficulties, desires, what makes their lives easier and what
would make them feel better. By talking more and thinking together with children, we can find
more effective and better answers to their challenges.

Within the framework of the Child Participation Working Group of the NGO Coalition on the
Rights of the Child, professionals, who involve children in their work or want to give greater space
to children’s opinions, met monthly between September 2022 and June 2023. The meetings,
coordinated by the Hintalovon Foundation, aimed to enable organizations to share their
experiences and learn from each other. It was hoped that the good practices shared at the
professional forum would inspire others. This document provides a brief overview of the joint work
of the presenting members according to the following structure:

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

1.
2.

3.
4.

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

1.

2.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

1.
2.

04 — Further Information
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¹ The aim of the NGO Coalition on the Rights of the Child, which brings together child rights and child protection
organizations and specialists, is to facilitate the implementation and monitoring of the recommendations made by
the UN Committee on child rights to Hungary as well as to raise awareness on child rights. The Coalition has several
working groups, coordinated by its member organizations.



Organizations:
Hintalovon Child Rights Foundation

Kék Vonal Child Crisis Foundation

UNICEF National Committee Hungary

SOS Children's Village Hungarian Foundation

Hungarian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

(SINOSZ) 

Háttér Society

InDaHouse Hungary Association
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.7y1c52yzyg84
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.2s25thcgq36n
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.h8id38cl1vlc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.pav6oiuefxbp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.r1gg9edx5sei
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sv3mUIXPRz780tGxOowA2_m6GMr_Zw2-Gm5cVVRY3xk/edit?userstoinvite=rajtadallajovod.unicef%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer#heading=h.2k8f6thjl39x


The mission of the Hintalovon Child Rights Foundation is to enable and support the exercising of
rights for children living in Hungary. Its aim is that adult society takes responsibility as widely as
possible and works for the balanced development of children. It focuses on the protection of
children against violence and children’s participation. It launches awareness campaigns,
cooperates with institutions to prepare their child safeguarding policies, organizes online and
offline trainings and publishes annual child rights reports.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization? 

Since the launch of the Foundation we have been cooperating with children, and since 2020
children have participated in all of our projects. In the framework of our long-term volunteer
project we work together with our 13-17-year-old Kid Colleagues (KiCo), who help our activity
from the idea to the implementation. Apart from them we cooperate with other volunteering
children, who join the Foundation occasionally or individually as part of the school community
service.

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children
    and young people been involved in recently?
 
They work with us as consultants, activists and researchers. They stand up for child rights both in
professional events and in the media. They ensure the appearance of children’s perspectives in
our own activity, and in national and international projects, but they also work on their own
projects. Children participate in the Foundation’s projects at different levels, sometimes they give
us advice, other times we cooperate with each other and make joint decisions about projects,
and sometimes they are in the leading position, and they accomplish their own ideas.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

The Child Safeguarding Policy of Hintalovon regulates the work with child volunteers in a
separate chapter, which is in accordance with the principles laid down by the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child. It aims to provide the safe, true and meaningful participation of children in
the activity of the foundation. A child-friendly version of the policy is also available. It is also
important that we work with more well-prepared mentors, who help the involvement of children in
the activity of the professional team.

HINTALOVON CHILD RIGHTS FOUNDATION
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https://hintalovon.hu/en/policy/


 4. What is the impact of working together with children?

We prepare our own awareness-raising and information providing materials, research based on
the children’s ideas and feedback, and after external events we usually receive feedback that the
children’s participation meant the most for people. We mostly met professionals, parents and
adults during our work, therefore direct contact with children helps us remember ’what it feels like
to be a child’ and focus on their interests. Our joint work was an important element in several
international and national cooperations, and their involvement was an inevitable experience to
be able to help others taking into account children’s opinions. 

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

 1. What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account in  
    Hungary?

We draw attention to the importance of children’s participation on our webpage and social
media platforms, we prepare support materials for adults to involve children in their own activities
and we also prepare annual reports on our activity in order to make our practice transparent and
to share our experience and dilemmas (2020, 2021, 2022). Moreover, we organize children’s
participation workshops and presentations for companies and organizations who are interested.

 2. Who are these programs for?

For parents, professionals working with children and decision-makers.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

One of the focus areas of the Hintalovon Foundation is children’s right to participate. We want to
achieve that asking children’s opinion and taking them into account is not regarded as a next,
higher level measure in the fields of child protection and child rights, but rather as a standard by
adults.

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

It is very inspiring to learn more about the work of other organizations on children’s participation,
and it makes us more conscious about our focus and practice. We enjoy discussing methodological
dilemmas and getting to know other approaches that also affect our activities. These meetings
are very valuable to us to support others in developing their own methodology.

04 — Further information

Webpage: www.hintalovon.hu
Barbara Németh - barbara.nemeth@hintalovon.hu
Lilla Buday-Palotay - lilla.palotay@hintalovon.hu
Zsófia Sall – zsofia.sall@hintalovon.hu 

 HINTALOVON CHILD RIGHTS FOUNDATION

04

https://hintalovon.hu/en/2021/03/10/working-together-with-children-in-2020/
https://hintalovon.hu/en/2022/10/05/child-participation-program-activity-report-2021/
https://hintalovon.hu/en/2023/05/16/how-were-children-involved-in-our-work-in-2022/
http://www.hintalovon.hu/
mailto:barbara.nemeth@hintalovon.hu
mailto:lilla.palotay@hintalovon.hu
mailto:zsofia.sall@hintalovon.hu


Kék Vonal's mission is to listen to children, to help them when they are in trouble. The adults
responsible for them must be supported in being able to do this. Children and adults who are
concerned about the children’s wellbeing can contact them on 24/7 help lines, chat rooms and
by letter. They talk to children and young people who want to share their stories with them. If they
are in danger, they organize help for them. They are present in the world of schools with our
prevention program and it is also a high priority for them to focus on the safe use of the Internet
by children.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization?  

The Kék Vonal Ifjúsági Tanácsadó Testület (KVITT) is a working group of secondary school students
who provide their opinions and feedback to support the work of the Kék Vonal. KVITT members
have the opportunity to learn first-hand about the work of a child protection NGO, with their
views and opinions they can shape our services and play an active role in our international
projects.

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children
     and young people been involved in recently? 

Since its foundation in 2018, KVITT members have been meeting every two weeks. They have
participated in our professional conferences at home and abroad, shaped the themes of our
prevention sessions in schools as age experts, created the organization’s Instagram page, made
suggestions regarding the organization’s social media communication, and worked on a video
about Kék Vonal for their own age group. They take part in the selection and training of staff who
work as volunteer attendants alongside helplines. In addition to a variety of tasks in which
members have the opportunity to use their different skills (creativity, presentation skills, social
media knowledge, video editing, writing skills), they also acquire new skills and knowledge, build
and strengthen their self-confidence and sense of responsibility for themselves and their peers.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

The Foundation's child protection guidelines regulate work with young people. 

KÉK VONAL CHILD CRISIS FOUNDATION
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 4. What is the impact of working together with children?

The ideas and feedback from KVITT members are very important in the Foundation's
communication strategy, especially in terms of social media. Their ideas and feedback are
important to reach our target group on our social platforms. Their role is also essential in the
selection and training of our attendants - this is something on which our volunteer attendants give
regular feedback.

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

 1. What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account in
Hungary?

We draw awareness to the importance of children's participation and share our good practices
and experiences. 

 2. Who are these programs for?

For professionals working with children.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

By sharing our experiences, we would like to contribute to making the good practices of children's
participation known as widely as possible, and applied by more organizations working with
children. 

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

Sharing experiences and good practices is inspiring and helps us to improve and develop our own
methodology. 

04 — Further information

Webpage: https://kek-vonal.hu/ 
Borbála Reményiné Csekeő: borbala.csekeo@kek-vonal.hu 
Melinda Nagy: melinda.nagy@kek-vonal.hu

KÉK VONAL CHILD CRISIS FOUNDATION
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https://kek-vonal.hu/
mailto:borbala.csekeo@kek-vonal.hu
mailto:Melinda-melinda.nagy@kek-vonal.hu
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As one of the largest child rights organization in the world, UNICEF Hungary runs its own
programmes in Hungary and also raises funds for less developed regions of the world to help
children suffering from severe malnutrition, living without clean drinking water or threatened by
armed conflicts or natural disasters.
UNICEF Hungary works on promoting children's rights, raising awareness on children and young
adults’ mental health, preventing and ending child abuse and strengthening child participation.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization?

UNICEF Young Ambassadors programme is for young people aged between15-20, with new
members selected each spring.
UNICEF's "Generation Unlimited - ImaGen Ventures” programme gives young people from 14 to
22 in Hungary the opportunity to actively shape their own environment and future. The project,
which is part of an international initiative, was launched in 2018 to strengthen young people's
participation, problem-solving skills and social responsibility, as well as to increase investment in
education, employability and skills development. The programme also focuses on the environment,
sustainability and mental health, as these issues are of active concern to a large proportion of
young people. Supported by the VELUX Foundations since 2022, we plan to work with 25
vocational schools between 2022 and 2027. The programme will provide a framework for
participating young people to identify local, societal problems that affect them and, with the
help of mentors, to develop and implement solutions based on an innovative methodology.

 2. What is the role of children in the activities of the organization? What have children and
young people been involved in recently? 

UNICEF Young Ambassadors, with appropriate training and support, contribute to the
organization's programmes by representing the interests of their peers, expressing their voices in
the media and other public platforms and also by helping to raise awareness on children's rights.
Some of the Ambassadors are trained WiseUp! speakers (child rights education programme) and
some regularly participate in our conferences, either as panellists or moderators or make official
appearances and visits to talk to their young peers. Young Ambassadors also have their own
projects, which we help them to implement and manage. Their chosen “themes” include mental
health of children and young people (Lélekemelő programme), child rights education (WiseUp!
programme) and sustainability (Climate Hero programme). 
 

UNICEF NATIONAL COMMITTEE HUNGARY

https://unicef.hu/fiatal-nagykovetek
https://unicef.hu/fiatal-nagykovetek


UNICEF NATIONAL COMMITTEE HUNGARY
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Encouraging governments to create laws and policies that promote children's participation.
Support child-led projects and initiatives that give children a voice in decision-making.
Providing training and resources for adults, including parents and professionals working with
children, to understand the importance of children's participation and how to support it.
Conducting research and analysis on children's participation, including strategies that hinder
and promote participation.

They were particularly active in the latter initiative in 2022, being involved in every step of the
planning and implementation of the project. The Ambassadors are also involved in the
implementation of the organization's campaigns.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

UNICEF Hungary's Child Safeguarding Policy and Code of Ethics regulate our work and contact
with children and young people, which is in line with the principles set out by the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child. The Young Ambassador Programme Coordinator (currently a child
psychologist) is responsible for the work with young people. One of his tasks is to regularly collect
feedback from young people on the work we do in the field.

 4. What is the impact of working with children?

Involving children in our work ensures that we can tailor our programmes to the needs and
preferences of children and young people. The meaningful participation of children helps us a lot
to make our programmes effective and sustainable. We believe it is important that young people
can make their interests and voices heard in as many forums as possible so that they can influence
not only our work but also the work of other organizations and decision-makers.

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

 1. What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account in 
    Hungary?

The ways UNICEF Hungary supports children's participation are:

 2. Who are these programs for?

For children, young people, professionals, parents, governments, and decision-makers.

03 — Aims to strengthen child participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

According to Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which has been ratified by
Hungary, "States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views
the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child
being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child."
 



Our aim is to advance children's right to participate in the work of our organization and in
Hungary in this spirit. We believe it is important to teach children that their voices and opinions
matter, and that they are listened to and taken into account by adults. We try to emphasize this to
them in our child rights education programme and in all our communication with children.
Dialogue with our Young Ambassadors is an ongoing process within the organization - their views
and feedbacks are integrated into our decision-making processes.  

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

The coalition's working group contributes to knowledge sharing between different youth
organisations, promoting dialogue and active cooperation in relation to child participation. It is
important for us to share our knowledge on the subject and we are very happy to learn from other
organisations by gaining insight into their work.
 

04 — Further information

Webpage: https://unicef.hu/
Giulia Alberti – giulia.alberti@unicef.hu 
Sára Szabó - sara.szabo@unicef.hu
Dániel Labancz - fiatalnagykovetek@unicef.hu

 

UNICEF NATIONAL COMMITTEE HUNGARY
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https://unicef.hu/


SOS Children’s Village is present in 137 countries. In Hungary, it provides homes with foster parents
for 400 children. With its family support program, the organization helps parents in difficult
situations in order to avoid the removal of children from their families.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 
 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization?

They are children who live in child protection with foster parents hired by the SOS Children’s
Village, most of them are above the age of 16. Also, there are children who live in the temporary
shelter for families and young adults living in the care of the SOS Children’s Village. In our newest
project, we also involve Ukrainian children refugees.

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children
     and young people been involved in recently? 

The organization is for the children, nearly 400 children live with foster parents, who are part of the
network run by the SOS Children’s Village. We try to involve children in our work but our first goal is
to set up a local government system, in which an advisory body could operate to advise the
organizational units. During the past two years, we established a new national system of complaint
and complaint boxes. We take seriously the open and honest revelation and treatment of abuse, in
which the work of our new full-time colleague, who focuses solely on this issue, is a substantial help.
Besides, 2 of our young adults can take part in our organization’s international work in the SOS
International Youth Coalition, where 22 young adults from 11 countries will discuss common issues
over 2 years, make speeches at conferences, and give advice to the national and international
board of the SOS Children’s Village. Additionally, our new project deals with the expansion of
children’s and young adults’ legal knowledge, their formation into a community, and their
representation. Within the framework of this project, children and young adults will teach children
about their rights, possibilities, and representative opportunities. During the past 4 years, we
involved experienced specialists in all of our projects, who had a huge impact on the participants
of the training. 
Making interviews with children and young adults, hearing what they intend to say, and reacting to
that have been important parts of our internal monitoring work for the last few years.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

We do not involve children and young adults until it is safe and meaningful. That is why our
experiment, in which young adults could meet the board in person and talk to its members about
their opinions, came to a halt a few years ago. 

SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGE HUNGARIAN
FOUNDATION 
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SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGE HUNGARIAN FOUNDATION 
 

We use a bottom-up approach and we try to apply methods deriving from children and young
adults.
A major guaranteeing factor when it comes to working with children is that we always choose an
adult helper or assistant, who can help children and young adults effectively prepare for the given
project. We ask them only if they indeed have a say in the given issue. We always give feedback
to them about the impact of their opinion on the whole of the organization and the decision of the
board.

4. What is the impact of working together with children?

It has only advantages, although re-traumatization and parentification must be handled
cautiously. The joint work requires careful preparations in advance, and it is based on social
occasions, informal meetings, and events that provide scope for making new acquaintances.
Therefore, we organize national youth meetings since 2020, in which children from 16 can take
part. These events are usually combined with some kind of activity or trip.

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

 1. What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account in 
     Hungary?

Our project, called Together We Can, started last year. It aims for assuring children and young
adults of their rights, equipping them, and encouraging this generation to apply democratic
participation in a wider range. We also joined the Child Participation Platform this year, which
enhances the involvement of children, even outside SOS Children’s Village.

 2. Who are these programs for?

We work mostly with those over 16, but this year we will probably work with children as well
because we joined the Child Participation Platform, and our Together We Can project also aims
at involving children.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate?

Fortunately, the board of the organization fully stands for and supports the involvement and
participation of children in the professional work of the organization, and thus, supports each
project and program promoting this idea. Since 2 years ago, we always ask children living in the
SOS Children's Village about our youth protocols, therefore, they can indeed shape the rules
applying to them.

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

By sharing experiences and by this form, which we would like to use in the future as it is wonderful.

04 — Further information
Webpage: https://www.sos.hu/
Lili Oláh: lili.olah@sos.hu 
Léna Szilvási: lena.szilvasi@sos.hu
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HUNGARIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF
AND HARD OF HEARING (SINOSZ) 

The Hungarian Association of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (hereinafter: SINOSZ) is working to
promote the social integration of the deaf and hard of hearing persons in Hungary. To achieve this,
it helps to improve their quality of life by advocating the implementation of the provisions of the
law, encourages accessibility measures based on actual needs and demands, and provides
community spaces and services.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 
 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization? 

SINOSZ is not an association particularly specialized in child protection, but deaf and hard of
hearing children are important beneficiaries of our main goals. Based on experience, we primarily
reach the affected children of the affected parents with our programs, and they are the ones who
later look for opportunities to get involved in the work of SINOSZ.

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children 
     and young people been involved in recently? 

The participants of children’s programs look for opportunities to get involved later as well. Not just
deaf and hard of hearing children, but also hearing children of deaf adults (CODA). They often
perform the mandatory community service at SINOSZ, but they also enthusiastically support the
work of the program organizers as volunteers. Besides this, with the support of SINOSZ, many deaf
and hard of hearing children participate in international camps and events specifically organized
for them. Based on their experiences there, they formulate their goals and program ideas for the
management of SINOSZ and then they also take on the organizer’s role.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

For all programs and projects, in which children are involved, we make the necessary preparations.
We prepare the involved children and provide them with all necessary information. In the case of
deaf and hard of hearing children, the most important thing is that all information is made
accessible to them. If children are participating in our programs, in addition to sign language
interpreters, deaf interpreters are also present and help the transfer of information and smooth
communication, as it is important that the participating children have all the facts and knowledge
that affects them. They know and want what they are participating in. Of course, not just the
affected children, but also the involved young people and adults are prepped for the common
work. So far, our association doesn’t have a child protection directive, but we would like to
implement one in 2023.
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 4. What is the impact of working together with children?

We find that young people express their needs firmly and courageously in all areas of life - for
example, in education - and our organization always tries to give them space. The proposals,
comments and program ideas formulated by deaf and hard of hearing children and young adults
are important building blocks of our lobbying activities.

02 — Promoting Children's Participation Outside the Organization

 1. What does the organization do to ensure that children's opinions are taken into account in 
    Hungary? 

We support their participation in the international camp that develops their awareness of
democracy and law. We are looking for the opportunity to make the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child and its provisions as widely available as possible for deaf and hard of hearing
children. For this purpose, together with UNICEF, we prepared the sign language adaptation of
the convention, and we also held programs in schools so children could learn about their rights
and become confident advocates of their own interests.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

We see that overall, we only reach a narrow segment of deaf and hard of hearing children. Of the
12,217 members, only approx. 350 people are under the age of 18, i.e. 2-3% of the members are
children. About 40 of them are actively participating in the life of our organization. Our goal is to
find as many young people as possible and involve them in the activities of the organization, which
we hope will be helped by our connection with the Association of Hungarian Health Visitors and
our information leaflet sent to all audiologists in the country.

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

We find the working group's activities so far very useful and informative. Although we do not
recruit children's representatives or volunteers like the other presented organizations, we have
gained countless useful information and knowledge, which we try to incorporate into our work.

04 — Further information

Webpage: https://sinosz.hu/ 
Barbara Botos: botos.barbara@sinosz.hu 

HUNGARIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING
(SINOSZ) 
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HÁTTÉR SOCIETY 
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Háttér Society is Hungary's largest and oldest lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and
intersex (LGBTQI) NGO. Their objectives are to raise awareness of the problems of LGBTQI people
among the professional and political public and the wider society; to operate services for their
support; to explore the social situation and needs of LGBTQI people; to promote these aspects in
public services; to protect the rights of LGBTQI people, to combat discrimination against them; to
increase their well-being and health awareness; to support the self-organisation of LGBTQI
communities, and to foster and promote their culture.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization
 
 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization? 

Although Háttér Society is not specifically a children's association, it is one of our key strategic
goals to advocate for and support the interests of LGBTQI youth. Due to the profile of our
organisation, we mostly seek the views of LGBTQI children when planning and implementing our
activities that affect them. The LGBTQI children and young people involved in our activities are
(depending on the focus of the current projects) between 13 and 20 years old. We recruit
participants from all over the country for our online participation questionnaires and programmes,
and we try to cover travel costs for many of our programmes to ensure the opportunity of
participation for as many children as possible. However, as a Budapest-based organisation, we
tend to have a better reach to participants from Budapest.

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children 
     and young people been involved in recently?

Háttér Society does not operate a separate child participation programme, but all our projects
dealing with young people and children have a strong focus on involving the target group and
assessing their needs. One of our key activities is to improve the training programmes for
professionals working with children, which always incorporates the results of our research with
children.
Our Colourful Childhoods project focuses on empowering LGBTQI children at risk, among other
things by training professionals and creating effective strategies. Throughout the project, we have
conducted a questionnaire survey of LGBTQI children on their experiences and coping strategies
related to COVID-19, and as part of the project's quality assurance system, we run a Youth Council
where secondary school participants support our work with their experiences and advice.
Our Inclusive Spaces project aims to reduce bullying at school and workplace discrimination
against LGBTQI people. The project involves a questionnaire survey with teachers and students to
learn about bullying of LGBTQI people in schools, and the results are fed into our e-learning
content for students and our trainings for professionals.
Our Comprehensive Sex Education knowledge dissemination project included campaign videos
created with the involvement of young people. The aim of our video, which featured young
individuals, was to raise awareness of students' experiences and needs concerning sex education in
schools.

https://hatter.hu/tevekenysegunk/kepzesek/projektek/colourful-childhoods-sokszinu-gyermekkor
https://hatter.hu/tevekenysegunk/kutatasok/befogado-terek-emberi-jogi-es-alternativ-oktatas
https://szexualisneveles.hu/


 

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

The child protection policy of the Háttér Society guarantees the safety of children who come into
contact with the association, which is ensured by the association's child protection officer. The
policy ensures the well-being and safety of the children who come into contact with us, and, as
long as the organisation is run properly, it prevents us from causing harm to the children with whom
we come into contact.
In addition, we carry out our international projects with children under the guidance of a common
child protection policy, ensuring that our partner organisations work with children's welfare in
mind.

 4. What is the impact of working together with children?

We are finding that channelling the views and experiences of LGBTQI young people is an
essential part of planning our activities, and it helps us to shape our existing services and
programmes or develop new ones in response to real needs. In addition to this, in our advocacy
work, we also believe it is important to be able to communicate children's real needs and
experiences to professionals and decision-makers.

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

Young LGBTQI people are in a particularly vulnerable situation as many of them still struggle to
accept their identity, often facing rejection from their families and schools. Our goal is to build on
the results of our current project-based work to create a new, permanent youth and education
programme, to increase the involvement of LGBTQI young people in the work of our association, to
engage university students, to increase the professional knowledge and sensitivity of professionals
working with young people, and to amplify the voices of LGBTQI young people through new
communication tools.

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

Thanks to our participation in the coalition, we have learned new methods and good practices
that will inspire us to further develop the child participation activities of Háttér Society.  

04 — Further information
 
Webpage: https://en.hatter.hu 
Child protection officer: Balázs Beda beda.balazs@hatter.hu 
Education project coordinator: Dorottya Kutassy kutassy.dorottya@hatter.hu 

HÁTTÉR SOCIETY 
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https://hatter.hu/gyermekvedelem
https://en.hatter.hu/
mailto:beda.balazs@hatter.hu
mailto:kutassy.dorottya@hatter.hu


InDaHouse operates in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén county, in the micro-region of the city Encsi that
involves 3 villages and 1 segregate. Our association works with young people having fewer
opportunities living in this region; our volunteers run an early childhood development program, a
preschool program and after-school activities on weekends throughout the school year. Our aim
is for the children who come to us to become self-aware, responsible adults in control of their own
destinies, who can incorporate the support we give them into an ability to pass this knowledge on
to the next generations.

01 — Children's Participation in the Work of the Organization

 1. Who are the children and young people involved in the work of the organization? 

We deal with children from the age of 0 until they go to school (– they finish school typically at
the ages of 16-18).

 2. What is the role of the children in the activities of the organization? What have children 
     and young people been involved in recently?

Children are involved in programs organized for them: activities, camps and workshops. After
each program they give actual feedback on the exercises given to them by volunteers, also they
can choose the topic of the next exercise sheet. We put a lot of emphasis on incorporating their
feedback into the base construction of our school’s program. We organise our summer camps
according to the themes chosen by the children. There are several options to choose from
(drama, sport, fairy tales, music, hiking, gastronomy, etc.), and we organize the most popular ones.
Frameworks and rules of weekday workshops are jointly determined. In addition we motivate
school children’s active participation through our system of “manna”, so they learn how to give
feedback to each other and how their work is fed back by others.

 3. What are the guarantees that ensure that children's participation is safe and meaningful?

The selection process for volunteers working with children is one of our guarantees: after filling in
the application form, they attend an oral interview and then the entry training. After all these they
can come and regularly visit our weekend sessions to become volunteers. Finally all the volunteers
are obliged to take part in our child protection guidelines training, where we talk and think about
the Child Protection Guidelines of the Association in an interactive format. The guidelines
regulate our work with children

INDAHOUSE HUNGARY ASSOCIATION
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TdB9Lqth_aRY_NvYCNHJODKVAYzGgyIH/view


 

03 — Aims to Strengthen Child Participation

 1. What are the aims of the organization in promoting children's right to participate? 

The Association's current aim is to start a more conscious thinking and planning about child
participation. We would like to develop such a sustainable system that takes into account the
characteristics of the organization, does not depend on the fluctuation of the children, and
involves children age-appropriately in our activities. 

 2. How does the coalition's working group contribute to this?

Discussions and knowledge sharing at the working group meetings give new ideas on how to
involve children in the life of the organisation and help us consider the best direction for our
Association.

04 — Further information

Webpage: https://indahousehungary.hu/ 

INDAHOUSE HUNGARY ASSOCIATION
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